Yoo-Chong Wong
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=+4 £—% wHE FE2MA Thirty spokes join at one hub whose nothingness gives a cart its use
ez

BEIH A B B & H & A B2 A Mold clay into vessels to form nothingness to give them their use
BPEPHRUAAT FHEAFTZA Opening doors and windows of a room to give nothingness its use
YR Z LA H) So existence offers advantages

&2 L AR Nonexistence offers uses

Pinyin Transliteration

san-shi-fa gong-yi-gil dang-qgi-wu you-che-zhi-yong
yan-zhi-yi-wéi-qi dang-qgi-wu yOu- i -zhi-yong
zdo-hi-ybu-yi-wéi-shi dang-qgi-wu you-shi-zhi-yong

gi-ydu-zhi-yi-wéi-li
wu-zhi-yi-wéi-yong

Rhyming Pattern in pre-206BCE Phonetic Rhyme Groups

em 12- ep #&- ok on R-it #-ok £ an [%-a Z-a & aZ-a . %-2Z-0n K
an -k #-a Z- oi - et A an [%-a Z-a & aZ-et H-0Z-0y K
uk #h-a %- uk -0 Z-o0i H-it F an [%-a Z-a & aZ-it H-aZ-0y K

a%-02-22Z-3Z-0i %Kik
a %-22-32-0i F-on £

Prosody

The first stanza consists of three unusually long lines, with six of the seven characters of the latter
halves of the lines remaining unchanged. The word [o? ewaj A % “to form” appears in the front halves of

the last two lines to provide an internal rhyme.

The transitional character kfar-s # “therefore” begins the second stanza to summarize the verse,
contrasting “nonexistence” # with its antithesis “existence” %, as well as comparing “advantage” #| to
“use” M. The beginning sound k{ar-s ¥ also rhymes with the first character of the next line ma #. The

two lines repeat the sound 12 [2? Gwaj Z ¥A % to provide an internal rhyme.

Annotation:

The theme of this verse is about how existence and nonexistence and how they must relate to each
other in a particular way to be advantage. The first line shows us the dynamic between the singular and
the multiple. In ancient times the thirty spooks for cartwheels represent the approximate number of days
in a lunar cycle. All the spooks of a wheel meet at their hub, which is hollowed out for the axle of the cart.
Likewise, the void in a bowl or a room is precisely what gives each its utility. Without emptiness, clay
and adobe have no use. This emptiness represents the neutrality at the pivotal center of all polar continua.

It can also be the tranquil eye of a storm, where we should dwell.



